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SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS POLICY 
 
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) is the term used to denote a student’s successful completion of coursework toward 
a certificate or degree. Ineligible programs, such as certification programs, are not eligible for federal aid.  The 
Financial Aid & Scholarships Office (FASO) must monitor the academic progress of each student in order to meet 
federal and state guidelines governing the administration of student financial assistance. Students who fall behind in 
their coursework or fail to achieve minimum standards for grade point average and completion of classes may lose 
their eligibility for all types of federal, state and university aid administered by the FASO. Evaluations occur after each 
fall, spring, and summer term. 
 
There are three components to SAP. Failure to comply with any component may result in a loss of aid eligibility. The 
three components are as follows. (Qualitative, Quantitative, Excessive Hours) 

 
 

Degree 
Program 

Minimum 
Grade Point 

Average 
(GPA) 

(Qualitative) 

Hour Completion Rate (Deficit Hours) 
(Quantitative) 

*Maximum Credit Hours 
(Excessive Hours) 

 
 
 
 

Undergraduate 
Student 

 
 
 
 
 

2.0 

Students must successfully complete at least 
67% of all credit hours attempted. This 
percentage includes all credit hours attempted 
at Sam Houston State University and any other 
college/university, regardless of whether or not 
financial aid was received. Grades of W, F, I, 
U, NC, IP, Q, X, WQ and repeat courses for 
which credit is not earned are not considered 
successfully completed. 

Students must not exceed 180 
attempted credit hours. 

 
 

2nd Bachelors 

 
 

2.0 

Requirements are the same as Undergraduate; 
however, only coursework attempted for the 

2nd Bachelors program will be reviewed. 

Students must not exceed 150% 
of the degree requirements which 

will include hours from 1st 

Bachelors that count toward the 

2nd Bachelor’s degree 

Preparatory 
Students 

 
2.0 

Requirements are the same as Undergraduate; 
however, only coursework attempted for the 
Preparatory program will be reviewed. 

12  consecutive  months  beginning 

with 1st enrolled semester 

 
 

Graduate 

 
 

3.0 
 

Requirements are the same as Undergraduate; 
however, only coursework attempted for the 
graduate program will be reviewed 

The minimum hours required to 
receive a Graduate or Doctoral 
degree range from 30 credits to 
36 credits, depending upon the 
type of degree plan. 

 
 

Graduate 
Certificate 

 
 
 

3.0 

Requirements are the same as Graduate; 
however, only coursework attempted for the 
graduate certificate program will be reviewed 

The maximum hours allowed to 
receive a Graduate Certificate is 
27 hours. 
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