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COURSE OBJECTIVES : 
 
1. To study the craft of creative nonfiction in its variety of forms, with an emphasis on writing about 

spaces and places, particularly the American West;  
2. To read and analyze various models of writing about spaces and places (including literary journalism, 

memoir, personal essay, history, and nature writing), so that may students may understand the 
flexibility of the form and its attendant possibilities; 
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET  
DR. K AUKONEN  

WEST TRIP 
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CREATIVE NONFICTION  
 
THE NATURE OF CREATIVE NONFICTION : 
 
As Robert Root discusses in the opening chapter of The Nonfictionistôs Guide, the definition of creative 
nonfiction remains contested, and the term can be applied to a wide-�U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���I�R�U�P�V�����,�W���P�D�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���³�W�K�H��
personal essay, the memoir, narrative reportage, and expressive critical writing and whose borders with 
other reality-based genres and forms (such as journalism�����F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P�����K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����H�W�F�������D�U�H���I�O�X�L�G���D�Q�G���P�D�O�O�H�D�E�O�H���´��
It may adopt the narrative techniques of fiction and the lyricism of poetry; it may be written in linear 
fashion, or it may be structured to resemble a triptych or a mosaic or a collage. The author may stand at 
the center of the essay or may stand on the fringe. This provides you, in these assignments, a great deal of 
latitude, which can be both freeing and terrifying. In this assignment sheet, I will provide for you some 
basic parameters that should hel



 

 

Your experience of the West on this trip will not take place in isolation; rather, it will be shaped by your 
past experiences and ideas and desires�² in short, by who you are. Some of you may be returning to 
regions in which �\�R�X�¶�Y�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���O�L�Y�H�G���R�U���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G�����V�R�P�H���R�I���\�R�X���P�D�\���E�H���O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���7�H�[�D�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���W�L�P�H����
sludging through a snowstorm for the first time. Some of you may have been raised in city landscapes or 
lost in suburban sprawl; others of you may have been raised in flatland rural farm country. Which means 
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We both believe that your education is your responsibility, and while it is our responsibility to create an 
environment conducive to that achievement, it is not our responsibility to merely serve as a conduit of 
knowledge that passes somehow, magically, from us to you. So while we will lecture and lead 
discussions, we expect our students to take responsibility for the class and for their own education, both 
individually and as a group. To this end, we require each student to take the lead on one of the books that 
�I�R�U�P���W�K�H���F�R�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�L�S�¶�V���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V�����D�Q�G���W�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���Z�R�U�N���W�R���W�K�H���F�O�D�V�V���L�Q���F�R�Q�M�X�Qction with two or three 
other students. The presentations should reflect a deep engagement with the work, should respond 
critically to the issues raised by the work, and should be done as professionally as possible (even without 


